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134 International Journal of Ethics. 

Morality as a Religion. An Exposition of some First Prin- 
ciples. By W. R. Washington Sullivan. London : Swan 
Sonnenschein & Co., Limited. New York: The Macmillan 
Co., 1898. 

This book consists of seventeen sermons by Mr. W. R. Washing- 
ton Sullivan, the lecturer and leader of "the Ethical Religion So- 
ciety," which meets at Steinway Hall, Portman Square, London. 

"It expresses," Mr. Sullivan says in the preface, "the Ethical 
interpretation with which the teaching of Kant and Emerson, and 
the Idealist School generally, have made us familiar." 

The first three sermons — Ethics and Religion, Ethics and Sci- 
ence, Ethics and Theism — define the point of view. The remain- 
ing fourteen sermons are occupied, for the most part, with the 
discussion of moral questions. 

The point of view may be given in the author's own words. He 
says : " Kant and Comte will be found to be, after Christ, the 
master-builders of the second temple which is to be the religious 
home of the ages to come" (p. 207). "I affix my two humble 
propositions to the postern of the ethical church, namely, first, 
that ' in the beginning was Mind', and next, that the moral law is 
the highest expression of that Mind" (p. 38). "To us theism 
means that at the ground of being, at the heart of existence, there 
is a self-subsistent reality, which we call by the highest name we 
know, viz., reason or mind" (p. 38). "In these definitions of 
conscience, as 'the voice of God,' and 'the voice of man,' we 
have an instance of propositions which in logic are called con- 
traries" (p. 89). 

From these quotations, it is apparent that Mr. Sullivan, while 
calling himself Idealist and founding himself on Kant, preaches a 
Theism which is incompatible with Idealism in its philosophic 
sense, which is haunted by a dualism, and which is disturbed by 
the intrusion into it of the ideas of time and space. The book is 
written with much animation, and is full of quotations from in- 
numerable writers. 

Mary Gilliland Husband. 

London. 



